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Introduction / objectives
Multidrug resistant strains of A. baumannii are an emer-
ging problem in hospitals. We describe the management
of a CRAB outbreak including 12 cases in a surgical
department comprising a 40-bed ICU and a 16-bed iso-
lation-ward (IW) for patients with multidrug resistant
organisms (MDRO). The IW was originally designed for
MRSA patients only.
Methods
Descriptive epidemiological study of the time period
before and after implementation of control measures.
Results
Between 23/1/2011 and 10/2/2011 five CRAB cases were
detected in the IW. The following control measures
were implemented: contact isolation and cohorting of
cases, frequent disinfection of equipment and frequently
touched surfaces, closure of the common bathroom and
education of staff concerning contact and standard pre-
cautions. CRAB screening of all inpatients hospitalised
on the ward since 15/1/2011 was performed. The
screening sites were: 1) tracheal secretion or upper air-
way, 2) anus, perineum or groin, 3) wound. The screen-
ing revealed 3 new cases and the ward was closed for
new admissions. Between 16/2/2011 and 22/2/2011 two
new CRAB cases were detected on the surgical ICU and
CRAB screening of all ICU patients was done revealing
2 more cases.Using repPCR, all isolates were found to
be genetically identical. Further active surveillance cul-
tures revealed no new casesuntil 15/3/2011.
Conclusion
Consistent and immediate implementation of the infec-
tion control measures resulted in the containment of
the outbreak.
Disclosure of interest
None declared.
Published: 29 June 2011
doi:10.1186/1753-6561-5-S6-P95
Cite this article as: Messler et al.: Outbreak of carbapenem-resistent
Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB) in a surgical department of a university
hospital. BMC Proceedings 2011 5(Suppl 6):P95.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 
• Convenient online submission
• Thorough peer review
• No space constraints or color ﬁgure charges
• Immediate publication on acceptance
• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar
• Research which is freely available for redistribution
Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit
Institute for Medical Microbiology and Infection Control, University of
Düssesldorf, Düsseldorf, Germany
Messler et al. BMC Proceedings 2011, 5(Suppl 6):P95
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1753-6561/5/S6/P95
© 2011 Messler et al; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.